











Mansfield Today

Heritage

The district’s historic environment is similarly rich and
varied, as evidenced by its many listed buildings and
conservation areas, scheduled monuments (including a
Roman Villa), Mansfield Cemetery Registered Historic

Park and Garden and a number of properties that are | 3
locally important for their historic value. I 10
I 229

Some of the more notable listed buildings include,
Churches of St Peter and St Paul (Mansfield and

Warsop), Church of St. Augustine, The Old Town Hall Non-Designated Local 241
and Church of St Edmund. Heritage Assets

Scheduled Ancient 4
Mansfield is an historic Nottinghamshire market town Monuments
that still operates today. Its industrial heritage of coal Conservation Areas 11
mining, limestone quarrying and manufacturing has Registered Historic
shaped its buildings, landscape, and people. Parks and Gardens 1

Table 5 Heritage Assets (July 2018)

Grade

Number
Listed

Mansfield’s place in history is worth celebrating. It was central to
the Sherwood Forest and became a medieval lodging place for
royalty. Parliament Oak, one of the oldest trees in the  Sherwood

Forest, is located south of Market Warsop. It marks an important
meeting place of King John’s 1st. An oak tree (the centre tree) and
plaque located in the town centre on Westgate marks the historic
centre of the Sherwood Forest.

A Viking heritage area of
Thynghowe is located in the
northeastern corner of the district.

Historic mills along the rivers
Meden and Maun and mining
collieries, restored as green
spaces, remind us of Mansfield's &
prominence as a manufacturing
and mining centre.

Whilst the area’s historic assets are widespread throughout
the district, there are particular concentrations of listed
buildings and conservation areas within the Mansfield urban
area and Market Warsop. One of the key challenges is
ensuring that heritage assets are protected, enhanced and
managed in way that secures their long term future.
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Water

Rivers & Water Bodies

The eastern part of the district, such as Rainworth
and Vicar Water, suffers from lack of water within the
river system. The restoration of flows presents a
significant opportunity to enhance water quality and
biodiversity within the river environment, such as
de-culverting sections and restoring habitats along the
rivers.

The River Maun is in need of improvement, especially
the river section between Kingsmill Reservoir to Maun
Valley Local Nature Reserve, where it is affected by
foul sewage, culverting, siltation and poor oxygen
levels.

There is a need to put safeguards in place against
possible contamination of water sources, especially
areas designated as zone one aquifers. These are
mainly around Market Warsop, Meden Vale and
pockets within the Mansfield urban area. Additional
capital investment may be needed in water treatment
works if they are to cope with increased volumes of
waste water generated through growth and new
development.

Flooding

The overall risk of river flooding is relatively low.
Nevertheless, there are localised areas of flood
risk across the district, especially within the
central Mansfield area from Mill Pond to Carr
Bank Park.

Surface water flooding is the main source of
flooding in the district. Future development will
need to manage this through good design and
sustainable drainage systems.
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Settlement Profiles: Mansfield Urban Area

Mansfield is the district’'s main urban area and is
the primary focus for jobs, homes, leisure, shops
and other commercial and public services.

® The Mansfield town centre is the district’s principal
N shopping and service destination which  still

I maintains its tradition as a historic market town. It
provides a good range of shops and leisure
facilities and has a strong district and sub-regional
role.

Its evening economy is beginning to move towards
&1 2 more food and entertainment based nightlife,
enhanced through a strong town centre
partnership, the Mansfield BID, helping Mansfield
gain Purple Flag status in 2014. Key cultural and leisure attractions include the Mansfield
Museum, Place Theatre, Water Meadows, civic art installations and an historic trail. The town
centre’s strong sense of place is also reflected in its high concentration of conservation areas
and listed buildings.

Specific challenges facing the town centre include: lack of a major supermarket for those who
live and work there; some vacant shops and derelict sites, including along primary routes; lack of
open space; increased flood risk, and limited accessibility to the wider area due to a ring road
surrounding the town centre. The town centre’s overall retail offer has also declined. Creating a
more diverse town centre where people can live, work and spend leisure time may help address
some of these challenges.

Much work has already been done to enhance the environment of the town centre including: the
development a modern bus station linking to the town’s railway station, the award winning
Queens Place landmark building, public art, and improvements to the historic environment.
Developing the former bus station site and other vacant and under-used sites within the area
will offer good potential for the town to prosper and to create a more vibrant multi-use centre;
thus, renewing the district from its core. This includes opportunities to promote gateway
developments that can raise design standards and the profile of the town centre and the district.

The Mansfield urban area includes distinct areas, including for example: Mansfield Woodhouse,
Forest Town, Pleasley, and Berry Hill. The Mansfield urban area also includes Rainworth and
Clipstone villages which partly fall within Newark and Sherwood district. Most of these areas
have their own local centres or neighbourhood parades, which vary in the services they provide.
The Mansfield urban area faces key challenges, but in recent years, there has been significant
progress to upskill and enhance educational and employment opportunities, as the district begins
to rise above austerity and diversify its economy. This includes, for example,
significant investment in West Nottinghamshire College’s facilities and employment parks.
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Mansfield Woodhouse

Located to the north of Mansfield town centre, this is a suburb of the Mansfield urban area. At its
heart is the historic Mansfield Woodhouse district centre which stretches along the high street
with a good range of shops and facilities valued by local people. It also has its own railway station.,
with an adjacent employment park Mansfield Woodhouse stretches across a wide area spreading north
along Woodhouse Road and is bound to the east by the River Maun. lis residents have relatively good
access to the countryside, open space, and networks of green infrastructure, including Manor Park , Yeoman
Hill Park, and Maun Valley Trail.

Berry Hill

Located to the south of Mansfield Town centre, Berry Hill is one of the more affluent areas of the
Mansfield urban area. The area has good links to Nottingham via the A60 and good links to the
M1 via the MARR route. The area also has a substantially higher average house price compared
to the rest of the Mansfield district (about £80,00 more in 2015). It has a small neighbourhood
parade at Madeline Court but lacks access to wider community facilities. The area boasts pockets
of urban woodland and tree-line streets. It has networks of open space, including Berry Hill and
King George V, Kings Walk parks and walking and cycling links to the Timberland Trail.

Forest Town

Forest Town is a suburb to the northeast of Mansfield town centre. It also includes the Newlands
estate and the western area of Clipstone Village within the district. It has its own local centres at
Fulmar Close and Clipstone Road. The Clipstone Village neighbourhood parade is located in
Newark and Sherwood district. The area has good walking and cycling access to the surrounding
Sherwood Forest area, the Timberland Trail, Vicar Water Country Park, Spa Ponds, and
Sherwood Forest Golf Course. Crown Farm Industrial Estate is a key employment area located

Pleasley Hill and Pleasley Vale

Pleasley Hill extends along Chesterfield Road North towards Pleasley Village in Bolsover district.
It includes Millennium Business Park and Bull Farm estate. The area has good access to the M1
and the A38 via the MARR. This area suffers from deprivation. There is a local centre at
Pleasley Village and the Pleasley Landmark centre provides community facilities. Air quality
issues are being monitored along Chesterfield Road. Pleasley Vale is a rural community with
strong historic links to the Pleasley Vale Conservation Area’s heritage mills. It has good walking
links to the Meden Trail following the Meden River Valley and has high biodiversity value.

Rainworth

Rainworth is a village to the southeast of Mansfield, the village falls within two district council
boundaries, with a large part falling within Newark and Sherwood district. The village is a former
mining village and has its own local centre with a good range of facilities. The village also has
good road links to Nottingham and Newark. Like many former mining villages, it has suffered with
issues surrounding health and jobs. The area has access to the Sherwood Forest area and has
good walking and cycling access along the Mansfield Way. Nearby Rainworth Lakes and
Rainworth Heath are designated as ngtionally important special sites of scientific interest.
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Key issues and opportunities affecting the Mansfield urban area

- Despite areas of affluence, there are pockets of high deprivation where communities suffer
from poor access to jobs, poor health, poor quality housing, and limited access to facilities.
Addressing this through, for example, improved access to education, jobs, health facilities,
green space, and improvements through urban design.

« A vulnerable town centre that needs to build upon its strengths but adapt in order to maintain
and enhance its retail position in comparison with other nearby centres, strengthening its
sub-regional significance for business, commerce, living and retailing. This also includes the
need to reduce the barrier effect of the town centre’s road layout to improve its connectivity with
the wider Mansfield urban area.

- Localised flooding problems caused by river flooding and, mainly, surface water run-off.

« A number of derelict (former industrial) sites with a high proportion within the town centre
which are in urgent need of regeneration.

- Addressing the need to maximise sustainable development opportunities from improvements
made to the area’s infrastructure, including the Mansfield-Ashfield Regeneration Route.

- Protecting and enhancing networks of green infrastructure for people and wildlife. This is of
strategic significance in guiding the pattern, form, and design of development and for improving
the overall quality of life of the town’s residents.

« There are also specific traffic related issues along main routes across the wider Mansfield urban
area.

Settlement profiles: Warsop Parish

The parish of Warsop includes the small rural town of A
Market Warsop and nearby villages of Church War- S 3
sop, Meden Vale, Warsop Vale and Spion Kop. = i

Market Warsop is a small rural town on the River §
Meden with a traditional historic centre that serves the
daily needs of the town and the neighbouring villages. " e, - :

It also has a local weekly market. Whilst there is a good range of services and reasonable
environmental quality, the centre’s location, close to surrounding residential areas, provides little
room for expansion, and the crossroads with the busy A60 results in relatively high levels of traffic
flowing through it.

Although the town itself has limited job opportunities, it is reasonably well-served by public
transport with frequent bus services to and from the Mansfield urban area (to the south) and
Worksop (to the north) offering access to a wider range of job opportunities,
some of which also extend westwards to Shirebrook, in Bolsover.
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In general there is lack of market demand for
investment in employment development and
commercial activity tends to be mostly related
to its district centre shopping function.

Market Warsop’s setting is picturesque.
Surrounded by countryside, residents have
access to many public footpaths, including the
Meden and Dukeries trails.

One of the most significant attributes of the town is the green corridor running along the River
Meden, including Carr Lane Park and The Carrs Local Nature Reserve and Recreation Ground. This area
connects to Pleasley Vale and the National cycle network, providing an important resource on
people’s doorstep. The Carrs acts as a community hub supporting the annual Warsop carnival
and a community orchard. The countryside between Market and Church Warsop and Meden
Vale also provides a strong degree of separation between the town and the neighbouring
villages, thereby maintaining their distinct rural identities. To the east is the Viking heritage site
of Thynghowe and the Sherwood Forest.

Market Warsop’s neighbouring villages of Church Warsop, Meden Vale, Warsop Vale and Spion
Kop are former mining villages. All of the collieries have been long restored to green space
which provide people access to nature via public footpaths. The former Welbeck colliery in
Meden Vale also supports a solar farm. Ancient woodland and plantations are also nearby.

These communities experience particular issues related to access to public transport and job
opportunities, the retention of local services and facilities. The villages lack local centres and
employment areas, tending to rely on Market Warsop and Mansfield for services. Spion Kop is
the most isolated of the villages and also lacks access to formal open space.

Residents of Warsop Vale have access to Shirebrook train station via cycle and walking trails
and Meden Vale is located near to the National cycle network.

Key issues affecting Warsop Parish

« Limited job opportunities.

Lack of market demand for business investment in the town in the face of strong competition
from well established industrial estates and business parks at nearby larger centres such as at
Mansfield and Worksop, and other major development sites such as at Shirebrook.

+ Lack of affordable housing to meet local needs.

« The need to sustain and enhance the Market Warsop district centre which performs well as a
local shopping and service destination.

« The need to protect and enhance important green infrastructure which provides an important
recreational resource, and also serves to maintain the separate identity of the town and the
surrounding villages, serving to support the parish’s unique character.




