Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 18 - Blidworth and Rainworth Wooded Estatelands
Policy: Conserve and Create
This Landscape Policy Zone consists of an area which stretches from the former Calverton Colliery in the south to the villages of Rainworth and Blidworth in the north. The area is gently undulating with a height range of consistently between 90 and 135 metres.

The major land uses consist of commercial forestry plantations particularly to the south of the area. The forestry areas are publicly accessible with well maintained picnic areas and broad deciduous edges to the woodlands. To the centre and north, intensive arable farming predominates with regular medium to large fields of cereal crops. There is some permanent pasture used for sheep grazing and horse grazing nearer to the settlements of Blidworth and Rainworth. There is intensive rearing of chickens in poultry sheds. Facilities for leisure activities include a golf course to the south and sports fields near the villages. There is also evidence of the former coal mining industry with restored colliery spoil heaps at Calverton and Blidworth, disused mineral lines also cross the area. Busy roads pass through the area such as the A614, and the A617 Rainworth Bypass, away from these straight major routes are more winding routes often with ‘sunken lanes’ particularly around Blidworth. 
The conifer woodlands are mainly Scot’s Pine and Corsican Pine with edges of Ash, Beech, Birch, Holly and Oak. Coniferous game coverts are also dotted throughout the area. There are many isolated deciduous woodlands dominated by Oak and Sycamore some of which are ancient woodlands. Field boundary hedgerows are mostly trimmed but often gappy with limited hedgerow trees. Where present, these are Birch, Oak and Sycamore. Road hedgerows are stronger with large mature trees in places particularly along the minor roads.

The area has a heathland character, with patches of heathland within woodlands and along road verges. The plantations create the characteristic coniferous wooded skylines of the Sherwood region.

The historic field pattern has been lost in the areas of mineral extraction and forestry planting; many hedgerows have been removal or replacement with post and wire fences in the intensively farmed arable areas.

Built features include isolated farms with core buildings of red brick with slate roofs, and also stone buildings. Many farms have modern storage buildings around the perimeter e.g. Haywood Oaks Farm There is a small industrial estate north of Blidworth with modern buildings. 
Threats to the area include clear felling of forestry areas causing a change on the character of these areas, further intensification of agriculture, expansion of industrial, and residential areas of Blidworth, as well as industrial and residential expansion of Rainworth particularly along the A617 Rainworth bypass.
