Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 51 - Sherwood Forest Golf Course Wooded Farmlands
Policy:  Conserve
This Landscape Policy Zone lies to the northeast of Mansfield and south of Clipstone.   Sherwood Forest Golf Course dominates the south western area.  The area to the north east has been disturbed by mineral activity and is crossed by dismantled mineral railway lines.  The former Rufford junction lies to the south of Vicar Pond Country Park which is now a fishing lake.  Pylons run west to east to the south of Vicar Pond.  To the north eastern area there are small areas of deciduous woodland and pine woodland and some pasture.
The Sherwood Forest Golf Course landform is undulating and areas between the fairways and greens are managed to retain heathland.  Scots Pine, Birch and Oak are the dominant tree species.   There are clumps of trees and a linear band of trees runs along the western edge of the golf course – this is Oak/Birch woodland with some Sycamore and Scots Pine.   Bracken, Gorse, Broom and Heather are common within acidic grassland areas.
The Landscape Policy Zone area is largely shown as unenclosed heathland on Sandersons Plan of 1835.  The area to the north east has been disturbed by mineral activity but heathland has successfully been restored in some areas – particularly Clipstone Heath.  Although the fairways and greens look manicured, the heathland character of the golf course has been successfully retained.
The Policy Zone has two designated SSSIs and four SINCs.  The eastern half of the Sherwood Forest Golf Course is designated as a SSSI and a SINC, described as a large mosaic of sandland habitats with notable faunal and floral interests.  Clipstone Heath SSSI to the north east of the golf course is described as an important area of dry acid heathland.  Vicar Pond and Mansfield Colliery Railway are also designated SINCS.

A bridleway runs along the western edge of the golf course and up to Vicar Pond.  The Mansfield Trail runs along the old mineral line.

Threats to the area include a change in management of the golf course and other heathland areas and loss of pasture to arable land use.

