Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 50 - Strawberry Hills Heath Wooded Estatelands
Policy:  Conserve
This small Landscape Policy Zone (LPZ) lies to the east of Mansfield (Oak Tree area).  Residential properties lie to the west of the LPZ and business parks are located off the A617 to the southwest.  

The site is comprised of woodland and remnant heathland within a landscape disturbed by coal mining activity to the north and east; an active sand quarry (Ratcher Hill) lies to the western boundary.  Mansfield Family Golf Centre lies to the north of the site on a former coal site.  A coniferous plantation lies to the south.  
The site rises from 115 metres at the western corner to over 135 metres at the summit of Strawberry Hill Heaths SSSI.   The area around the SSSI is made up of acidic deciduous woodland and small pockets of heather.  Strawberry Hill Heaths SSSI itself has been colonised by Sessile Oak.  Due to lack of management, former heathland areas have reverted to Oak and Birch woodland of varying ages and densities.  Existing pockets of heathland is dominated by Ling Heather.  Bracken, broom, gorse and heather are also common and Bell Heather can also be found. There are sandy footpaths, some of which are suffering from erosion.
The site has a very distinct heathland character and is a historic landscape within a disturbed area.  Sandersons Plan (1835) shows Strawberry Hill Heaths as part of an open, unenclosed heathland landscape crossed by tracks and public rights of way.  
The whole of the Landscape Policy Zone is a designated SSSI and SINC, described as an important area of acidic deciduous woodland and heath.  The area is a strong habitat for wildlife and there are good links to adjacent areas.  Rainworth Forest to the south is also a designated SINC – an extensive coniferous plantation with deciduous areas and noteworthy ground flora in parts.
The site has a strong sense of place, although there is some noise from the quarry and the palisade fence to this boundary is incongruous in the rural landscape.  There is some evidence of former fly tipping and burnt out vehicles to the west off Jubilee Way North.

Threats to the area include expansion of the adjacent quarry which would destroy the historic heathland landscape and the distinctive landform of Strawberry Hill.  Opportunities exist for further heathland and oak-birch woodland creation.
