




Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 15 - River Maun Meadowlands with Plantations  
 
PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT 

NCC Landscape Type: Meadowlands with Plantations 
Landscape Policy Zone: S LPZ 15 
Land Cover Parcel: S27 S28 
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 CHARACTERISTIC VISUAL FEATURES 
 

• Narrow meandering river valley 
• West of Edwinstowe - low lying fields to the north and steeper wooded valley side 

to the south 
• Occasional sandstone outcrops to the southern bank 
• Arable farming on flatter areas to the east 
• Some willow, alder and riparian vegetation along the banks adjacent to the river 
• Some views out to built edges railway, embankments, and woodland edges 
 

   
Sensitivity 

  

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS  
Landscape Condition Condition  Good  
    

Pattern of Elements: Coherent 
  
Detracting Features: Few 
  
Visual Unity: Unified 
  
Ecological Integrity: Moderate 
  
Cultural Integrity: Variable 
  
Functional Integrity: Coherent 

The Landscape Condition is defined as good. The Landscape Policy Zone contains a 
coherent pattern of elements with a few detracting features. These include the urban 
fringe, sewage works, pylons, and busy roads crossing the valley.  Overall the 
landscape is visually unified. 
 
The River Maun is a moderate habitat for wildlife with some areas of broadleaved 
woodland and outgrown hedgerows with trees along parts of the narrow valley.  There 
are several SINC sites but ecological value has been reduced in areas of arable 
farming.  Flood meadow has been lost to intensive arable farming and some straight 
sections of river suggest that the profile has been engineered. Hedgerows vary in 
condition, with some outgrown or fragmented and some stronger and trimmed. 
 
The condition of heritage features is variable.  There are some small areas of flood 
meadow and historic field boundaries.  The location of the water meadows is still 
evident in the field pattern to the north of the river from Warren Farm to the east of 
Lamb Pens Farm.  These meadows were created between 1816 and 1837 and they 
released water and sewage over farmland, greatly increasing agricultural production.  
Most of the farmhouses adjacent to this Landscape Policy Zone also date from this 
time.   
 
Recent isolated development has generally had a negative impact on the valley. 
 
Overall, this is a visually unified area with a coherent functional integrity which gives a 
good landscape condition. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Landscape Sensitivity Sensitivity Moderate  
    

Distinctiveness: Characteristic 
  
Continuity: Historic 
  
Sense of Place: Moderate 
  
Landform: Apparent 
  
Extent of Tree Cover Intermittent 
  
Visibility: Moderate 

The Landscape Sensitivity is defined as moderate. 
 
The components of this landscape such as tree cover, patches of heathy vegetation 
and the generally undeveloped land within the river corridor are characteristic features 
of Sherwood Landscape Character Area. However, the historic time–depth has largely 
been degraded by intensive arable farming, and some localised development around 
Edwinstowe, and Ollerton.  Views are generally contained by the low landform and 
intermittent tree cover and visibility is moderate. 
 
A moderate sense of place combined with a moderate visibility gives a moderate 
landscape sensitivity overall. 
 

  

 

ACTIONS - Conserve and reinforce  
Landscape Features  

 • Conserve and reinforce the pastoral character of the river valley.  
• Promote measures for restoring arable land to pasture and flood meadow. 
• Conserve and reinforce river channel diversity and marginal riverside vegetation. 
• Conserve and enhance the ecological diversity and character of riparian woodland. 
Built Features 
• Conserve the sparsely settled character of the river corridor by avoiding development within the immediate flood plain of the River Maun. 
• Reinforce the sense of place of the built environment by using materials and design that reflect the local character of the area. 
• Contain new small scale development within historical field boundaries. 
 

 



Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 18 - Blidworth and Rainworth Wooded 
Estatelands 
 
Policy: Conserve and Create 
 
This Landscape Policy Zone consists of an area which stretches from the former Calverton 
Colliery in the south to the villages of Rainworth and Blidworth in the north. The area is 
gently undulating with a height range of consistently between 90 and 135 metres. 
 
The major land uses consist of commercial forestry plantations particularly to the south of 
the area. The forestry areas are publicly accessible with well maintained picnic areas and 
broad deciduous edges to the woodlands. To the centre and north, intensive arable farming 
predominates with regular medium to large fields of cereal crops. There is some permanent 
pasture used for sheep grazing and horse grazing nearer to the settlements of Blidworth and 
Rainworth. There is intensive rearing of chickens in poultry sheds. Facilities for leisure 
activities include a golf course to the south and sports fields near the villages. There is also 
evidence of the former coal mining industry with restored colliery spoil heaps at Calverton 
and Blidworth, disused mineral lines also cross the area. Busy roads pass through the area 
such as the A614, and the A617 Rainworth Bypass, away from these straight major routes 
are more winding routes often with ‘sunken lanes’ particularly around Blidworth.  
 
The conifer woodlands are mainly Scot’s Pine and Corsican Pine with edges of Ash, Beech, 
Birch, Holly and Oak. Coniferous game coverts are also dotted throughout the area. There 
are many isolated deciduous woodlands dominated by Oak and Sycamore some of which 
are ancient woodlands. Field boundary hedgerows are mostly trimmed but often gappy with 
limited hedgerow trees. Where present, these are Birch, Oak and Sycamore. Road 
hedgerows are stronger with large mature trees in places particularly along the minor roads. 
 
The area has a heathland character, with patches of heathland within woodlands and along 
road verges. The plantations create the characteristic coniferous wooded skylines of the 
Sherwood region. 
 
The historic field pattern has been lost in the areas of mineral extraction and forestry 
planting; many hedgerows have been removal or replacement with post and wire fences in 
the intensively farmed arable areas. 
 
Built features include isolated farms with core buildings of red brick with slate roofs, and also 
stone buildings. Many farms have modern storage buildings around the perimeter e.g. 
Haywood Oaks Farm There is a small industrial estate north of Blidworth with modern 
buildings.  
 
Threats to the area include clear felling of forestry areas causing a change on the character 
of these areas, further intensification of agriculture, expansion of industrial, and residential 
areas of Blidworth, as well as industrial and residential expansion of Rainworth particularly 
along the A617 Rainworth bypass. 
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Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 18 - Blidworth and Rainworth Wooded Estatelands  
 
PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT 

 
NCC Landscape Type:  Wooded Estatelands 
Landscape Policy Zone: S  LPZ  18 
Landscape Character Parcel: S1, S2, S11  
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CHARACTERISTIC VISUAL FEATURES 
 

• Gently undulating topography 
• Coniferous forestry plantations with deciduous margins to road edges 
• Small deciduous woodlands dominated by Oak. 
• Intensive arable farming in large to medium geometric fields 
• Poor internal field boundaries, but stronger road edge boundaries with 

mature trees 
• Rainworth Bypass (A617) crosses the north of the area, A614 runs north to 

south  
• Isolated farms  
• Heathland character, apparent to road verges. Heathland species present 

within woodlands and along disused mineral railway lines. 
• Evidence of former coal mining, restored spoil heaps at Blidworth and 

Calverton 
• Settlements of Bildworth and Rainworth  
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LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS  
Landscape Condition Condition                               Moderate                           
    

Pattern of Elements: Coherent 
  
Detracting Features: Some 
  
Visual Unity: Coherent 
  
Ecological Integrity: Moderate 
  
Cultural Integrity: Variable 
  
Functional Integrity: Coherent 

The Landscape Condition is defined as Moderate 
 
The area has a coherent  pattern of elements: mainly large geometric arable fields and 
blocks of coniferous plantation woodland. There are some  detracting features these 
include: busy roads including the A614, the A617 Rainworth Bypass and the built edge 
of urban areas of Rainworth and Blidworth. Overall this gives a visually coherent  area. 
There are a number of SINCs and heathland sites in the area. Overall this is a 
moderate  habitat for wildlife although connectivity is reduced by poor hedgerows in 
places and busy roads. Cultural integrity is variable in that the land use pattern is of 
the Sanderson’s Plan of 1835 has been lost due to forestry planting and coal mining 
activities; where it does exists, many hedgerows have been removed. Fragments of 
deciduous woodlands that were present during the Sanderson’s Plan (1835) remain, as 
well as isolated vernacular farm buildings. 
 
A visually coherent  area with a coherent  functional integrity gives a moderate 
landscape condition 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Landscape Sensitivity Sensitivity                               Moderate  
    

Distinctiveness: Characteristic  
  
Continuity: Historic 
  
Sense of Place: Moderate 
  
Landform: Apparent 
  
Extent of Tree Cover Intermittent 
  
Visibility: Moderate 

The Landscape Sensitivity is defined as Moderate 
 
The components of the landscape are characteristic  of the regional Sherwood 
Landscape Character Area. The time depth is historic  (post 1600) giving a moderate  
sense of place overall. There is evidence of the pre-enclosure heathland character in 
the presence of heathland species to road edges and within woodlands. 
 
The undulating landform is apparent  with intermittent  areas of woodland giving a 
moderate visibility of features in and out of the LPZ to the north, although the higher 
proportion of woodland in the south creates a more enclosed area. There are dominant 
views of the urban edges of Bildworth and Rainworth. 
 
A moderate sense of place and a moderate  visibility leads to a moderate  landscape 
sensitivity overall. 
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ACTIONS –  Conserve and Create  

  
Landscape Features 

• Conserve  the ecological diversity of small deciduous woodlands throughout the area  
• Conserve and Reinforce field boundary and road hedgerows where these have become degraded or lost 
• Create  opportunities for restoring areas of heathland where appropriate 
• Create small deciduous woodlands where appropriate 

 
Built Features 

• Conserve  the integrity and rural character of the landscape by concentrating new developments around the existing urban fringe of 
Blidworth and Rainworth 

• Create  small scale woodland/tree planting to soften new development, preferably in advance of development  
• Conserve  the existing field pattern by locating new small scale development within the existing field boundaries 
• Promote measures for reinforcing the traditional character of farm buildings using vernacular building styles. 
• Promote sensitive design and sitting of agricultural buildings 
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Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone - 25 Birklands Wooded 
Estatelands 
 

Policy: Conserve & Reinforce 
 
This is a well-wooded landscape encompassing the historic Sherwood Forest set within the Sherwood 
Forest Country Park.  The area is located to the northeast of Mansfield, and to the north and west of 
Edwinstowe.  Market Warsop is located to the west. The River Maun valley lies along the southern 
edge of the area and the River Meden lies to the north west of the area. The rivers valleys and 
settlements are located outside the Landscape Policy Zone.   
 
This well-wooded and, in places, industrialised landscape has a distinctively rolling and undulating 
landform. To the north and east, semi-natural woodland dominates the landscape.  To the south and 
west, coniferous woodland is surrounded by an intensively farmed arable landscape. The arable 
farmland has a medium-sized geometric field pattern enclosed by hawthorn hedges.  Further south, 
there are smaller fields of vegetable crops and pasture adjacent to the Maun Valley and Bradmer Hill. 
Thoresby Colliery is located to the east of the area. 
 
To the east, the area is dominated by remnants of the historic Sherwood Forest.  This semi-natural 
woodland consists of ancient stag headed Oaks, Birch and some Corsican Pine planted in blocks. 
The open canopy forest is closely associated with extensive mosaics of grass, bracken and heather 
heathland. The ancient stag-headed Oaks form a distinctive feature within the forest area. To the 
north and west, there are large coniferous plantations (Scots Pine) with deciduous woodland edges 
(Oak, Birch, Ash, Sweet Chestnut, Beech). These extensive plantations are gradually being converted 
to Oak wood pasture requiring the felling of Pine and Beech. This practice has allowed acidic 
grassland, bracken, gorse, broom and, in parts, heather under-storeys to establish along edges and 
rides.  
 
The woodlands contain a comprehensive network of planned vistas and forest rides. Holly trees form 
the edges to the north / south broad grassy ride. This is a remnant of a historic landscape marking the 
neutral ground between the Thoresby and Welbeck Estates. Thoresby Colliery, spoil heaps are 
covered in more recently planted woodland.   
 
The views within the area are varied and are either contained by close belts of woodland or by 
plantations at a greater distance.  Roadside and field boundaries consist of low, well trimmed, 
hawthorn hedgerows with Oak and Ash trees.  Hedgerows are generally well maintained but some are 
gappy in places. There has been some reinstatement of old hedge lines to restore historic parkland 
features.  
 
There are a number of isolated farmsteads scattered throughout the area, a number of which have 
listed building status.  There is a small area of residential settlement at Spion Kop and Bradmer Hill to 
the west. To the east Thoresby Colliery has obliterated the wooded and agricultural landscape 
pattern, to the west, earlier woodland such as Birklands have survived.  The surrounding agricultural 
landscape is interspersed with other land uses such as Sherwood Forest Farm Park, a caravan park, 
a sewage works, a lorry park, several car parks and a cricket pitch to the north of Edwinstowe.  
Sherwood Forest Country Park and Visitor Centre to the Major Oak is located to the north of 
Edwinstowe.  

A railway line runs north-west to south-east across the western side of the area. The A60 Mansfield 
road runs along the western edge of the area.  The busy A6075 runs from east to west across the 
centre of the area linking Mansfield to Edwinstowe. The area has a comprehensive network of tracks, 
footpaths and bridleways.  The Robin Hood Way runs from north to west along the western edge of 
the Sherwood Forest Country Park.  

There are several SINCs within the area, including Birklands and Bilhaugh (i & ii), Clipstone Drive, 
Edwinstowe, New Lodge Plantation, Hanger Hill Drive Wood, Bradmer Hill Cutting and Warsop Sand 
Quarry. Bilhaugh West, Ollerton Corner and Birklands and Bilhaugh are SSSI’s, the latter is also 
designated as a SAC (Special Area for Conservation). Sherwood Forest is a National Nature Reserve. 
 
The change for the woodland around Sherwood Forest Visitor Centre is from coniferous timber 
production to oak wood pasture which is being driven by a nature conservation objective. The closure 
of the Thoresby Colliery could lead to further woodland or heathland creation. Hedgerows between 
arable fields tend to be in decline due to lack of management leading to the loss of the surrounding 
historic field pattern. 
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Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 25 - Birklands Wooded Estatelands 
 

CONTEXT 
NCC Landscape Type:  Wooded Estatelands 
Landscape Policy Zone:  S  LPZ 25 
Land Cover Parcel:  S23, S24, S25 
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 CHARACTERISTIC VISUAL FEATURES 
 

• Undulating topography  
• Frequent views of wooded skylines 
• Geometric pattern of medium to large-scale arable fields  
• Trimmed hawthorn hedges 
• Large coniferous plantations 
• Scrubby semi-natural woodland and heaths with ancient-stag headed Oaks 
• Strong heathy character (heather, bracken, gorse and broom species)  

 
 
 

 

 
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS 

 
SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS 

 

Landscape Condition Condition  Good  
    

Pattern of Elements: Coherent 
  
Detracting Features: Some 
  
Visual Unity: Coherent 
  
Ecological Integrity: Strong 
  
Cultural Integrity: Variable 
  
Functional Integrity: Strong 

The Landscape Condition is defined as good. 
 
This large area has a generally coherent pattern of elements with some detracting 
features.  Thoresby Colliery and its associated spoil heaps are located to the east of 
the area.  The busy A6075 cuts from east to west across the centre of the area linking 
Mansfield to Edwinstowe. Other land uses include a lorry park at Bradmer Hill, a 
sewage works as well as numerous masts and pylons.  Tourist attractions such as 
Sherwood Forest Farm Park also tend to detract from the landscape unity of the area.  
Overall the visual unity is coherent. 
 
There are several SINCs within the area, including Birklands and Bilhaugh (i & ii), 
Clipstone Drive, Edwinstowe, New Lodge Plantation, Hanger Hill Drive Wood, Bradmer 
Hill Cutting and Warsop Sand Quarry.  Birklaugh West Ollerton Corner and Birklands 
and Bilhaugh are SSSI’s, and the latter is also designated as a SAC (Special Area for 
Conservation). Sherwood Forest is a National Nature Reserve.  
 
This area has a number of large coniferous and broadleaved woodlands set within an 
intensively farmed arable landscape.  Sherwood Forest Ancient Woodland located to 
the north of Edwinstowe contains remnants of historic oak and birch woodland. The 
open canopy forest contains extensive mosaics of grass, bracken and heather 
heathland.  The ecological integrity is strong within this area. 
 
Roadsides and arable land are enclosed by generally well maintained, trimmed 
hawthorn hedgerows with some oak and ash trees.  The woodland, hedgerows and 
heathland provide a strong network of wildlife corridors and there is moderate tree 
coverage with a diverse age structure.  There has been recent planting at the Thoresby 
Colliery and Blakeley Lane, whereas the semi-natural woodland areas are over-mature 
and in decline.  Overall the cultural integrity is variable giving a strong functional 
integrity. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Landscape Sensitivity Sensitivity Moderate  
    

Distinctiveness: Characteristic 
  
Continuity: Historic 
  
Sense of Place: Moderate 
  
Landform: Apparent 
  
Extent of Tree Cover Intermittent 
  
Visibility: Moderate 

Features which give the area local distinctiveness are characteristic of the Sherwood 
region and the continuity is historic although ancient in parts which gives a moderate 
sense of place.  
 
A number of trees and woodland are shown on the Sanderson Plan of 1835. The field 
pattern is mainly intact, to the west the field pattern has been lost to modern arable 
farming practices and coniferous plantations and to the far east by Thoresby Colliery 
and associated development.  Tree cover varies throughout the area with blocks of 
woodland particularly to the east and more open areas of arable fields to the west. 
Overall the extent of tree cover is intermittent. 
 
The views within the area are varied and are either contained by close belts of 
woodland or by plantations at a greater distance. A moderate sense of place combined 
with moderate visibility gives a moderate landscape sensitivity overall. 
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ACTIONS - Conserve and Reinforce  
  
Landscape Features 
 

 

 • Conserve and reinforce the ecological diversity and distinctive character of heathland and semi-natural woodland habitats.  
• Conserve and reinforce existing hedgerows and seek opportunities to restore the historic field pattern with new hedgerow planting with 

some hedgerow trees, where appropriate. 
• Restore areas of arable land to semi-natural oak woodland and heathland. 
• Conserve all existing heathland sites.  
• Reinforce the existing level of tree cover and use oak and birch along woodland edges and rides. 
 
Built Features 
 
• Conserve the historic character and setting of village settlements. New development should respect the scale, design and materials used 

traditionally. 
• Conserve the integrity and remote rural character of the landscape by concentrating new development around existing settlements of Market 

Worksop and Mansfield Woodhouse. 
• Promote sensitive design and siting of new agricultural buildings. 
• Promote measures for reinforcing the traditional character of farm buildings using vernacular building styles. 
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Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 29: Meden Vale and Church 
Warsop Meadowlands with Plantations

 

Policy:  Conserve 

 

The area is located south of Worksop, immediately between the Poulter valley, at the 
north, and the Meden valley at the south. The A60 runs north-south through the west 
and the B6034 runs north-south through the east; these roads are connected by the 
A616 which bisects the Landscape Policy Zone (LPZ) south-east to north-west. The 
village of Budby lies to the south-east, Cuckney and Norton are located towards the 
north-west. Church Warsop and Meden Vale lie at the south-western boundary.  

 
Generally the landform is rounded and gently undulating, rising to a ridgeline north of 
Church Warsop before descending sharply in both the north and south towards the 
Rivers Poulter and Meden respectively. There are localised steep sections around the 
spoil heap [north-west of Meden Vale] where land has been worked, this has been 
restored to grassland.  Views are mostly medium distance towards wooded skylines. 
Views of Welbeck Park are gained from the north and of built settlement from the south. 
Internal wooded areas create some enclosed views within the core of the LPZ. 
 
The LPZ comprises mainly arable fields on the lower ground, woodland is evident at the 
ridgeline. The fringe of Welbeck Estate features in the east along with a corner of 
Clumber Park Estate [Carburton] in the far north-east. Remnants of historic features 
include avenues, clumps of trees and lodges. Broad Lane, a historic lane which possibly 
separated the two estates, runs east-west and is now part of the Robin Hood Way. 
Recreational activity is fairly low key in the area; horse riding, walking and cycling. 
Plantations are generally mixed and coniferous. Stone vernacular farmhouses, estate 
lodges and walls are characteristic of the area, however both Church Warsop and 
Meden Vale have a non-vernacular urbanising influence.          

111



Sherwood LPZ 29 - Meden Vale and Church Warsop Meadowlands with Plantations
 
PHOTOGRAPH 
 

CONTEXT 

 
Landscape Policy Zone: S LPZ 29 
Land Cover Parcel[s]: S36, S69 
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 CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 
 

• Medium scale arable farmland. 
• Intensive pig farming and a small amount of rough grazing. 
• Lady Margaret Hall, part of the Welbeck Estate. 
• Stone and red brick built farmhouses and dwellings. 
• Coniferous and deciduous woodland blocks. 
 

   
Sensitivity 

  

 
LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS 

 
SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS 

 

Condition Condition  Good  
    

Pattern of Elements: Coherent 
  
Detracting Features: Few 
  
Visual Unity: Unified 
  
Ecological Integrity: Moderate 
  
Cultural Integrity: Variable 
  
Functional Integrity: Coherent 

The landscape condition is good. There is a coherent pattern of elements and few 
detracting features within the Landscape Policy Zone (LPZ). Detractors include low 
voltage power lines, agricultural sheds, the A616, and spoil heaps and the mineral 
railway associated with Welbeck Colliery. The latter is currently being restored to 
openspace and employment built development.  Overall this leads to a visually unified 
area.   
 
Land use is mainly medium scale arable farming with some rough grazing. A pig farm is 
located close to Meden Vale. Buildings tend to be of stone or red brick construction, 
though stone is more dominant. Lady Margaret Hall [stone built], part of the Welbeck 
Estate, lies within the LPZ. The urban estates of Meden Vale and Church Warsop are 
apparent and of modern non-vernacular style. The overall cultural integrity is 
considered variable.  
 
The historic field pattern has declined due to mineral workings and the need to create 
larger arable fields, these are bounded by hawthorn hedgerows which are well trimmed 
although gappy in places. No hedgerow trees are apparent. The LPZ has moderate 
tree cover and combines mature woodland blocks with more recently planted areas of 
both deciduous and coniferous species. There is some heathland along field and 
woodland boundaries, acid grassland occurs along road verges and beneath woodland. 
There are at least 5 SINCs and also areas of ancient woodland (Minster Wood) within 
the LPZ.  The ecological integrity has been assessed as moderate which gives a 
coherent habitat for wildlife/functional integrity. A visually unified area and coherent 
functional integrity gives a good landscape condition overall.  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sensitivity Sensitivity High  
Distinctiveness: Characteristic 
  
Continuity: Historic 
  
Sense of Place: Moderate 
  
Landform: Dominant 
  
Extent of Tree Cover Intermittent 
  

Features which give the area local distinctiveness are characteristic of the Sherwood 
region and the continuity/time depth is historic [post 1600] giving a moderate sense of 
place. 
 
Visibility is high due to the open views to wooded higher ground beyond the boundary 
of the Landscape Policy Zone and the dominant undulating landform. A moderate 
sense of place with high visibility results in high landscape sensitivity overall. 

Visibility: High 

 

LANDSCAPE ACTIONS  
Conserve  

 Landscape Features 
• Conserve woodland blocks and reinforce as necessary. 
• Seek opportunities to restore arable land to pasture. 
• Conserve historic field pattern, restoring and reinforcing poor hedgerow boundaries where necessary. 
• Seek opportunities to create areas of heathland where appropriate. 
 
Built Features 
• Conserve the rural character of the landscape by concentrating new development around the existing settlements of Meden Vale and Church 

Warsop. Create small scale woodland/tree planting to soften new development, preferably in advance of development. 
• Conserve and respect the local vernacular of stone/ red brick construction in any new development.  
• Conserve and respect the historic character and setting of Lady Margaret Hall and surroundings. 
• Contain new development within historic field boundaries. 
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Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 47 - Coxmoor Wooded Farmlands 
 
Policy: Conserve and Create    

 
This Landscape Policy Zone (LPZ) consists of a gently undulating area rising to a high point 
of 165 metres at Hamilton Hill. 

Land use in the LPZ can be divided into three main areas:  

1) To the south is the Coxmoor golf course which consists of intensively managed greens 
and fairways surrounded by a mosaic of acid grassland with heather, bracken, gorse, and 
broom and Ash, Rowan and Oak trees.  

2) To the centre of the area is a belt of unimproved and improved permanent pasture with 
some patches of arable farming and a disused sand quarry. This area has recently been 
bisected by the A617 Mansfield and Ashfield Regeneration Route (MARR).  

3) To the North of the LPZ is Kingsmill Reservoir. Disused mineral railway lines also pass 
through the area. 
 
There are limited areas of woodland within the LPZ; these consist of narrow belts of 
deciduous woodland which screen Coxmoor golf course and to the north riparian woodland 
including Willow and Poplar which form a fringe around the edge of Kingsmill Reservoir. To 
the central area, hedgerows bordering pasture areas are mature and bushy with mixed 
species and some standard trees. The MARR route (A617) has been planted with native 
hedgerows species which tie in to those of the Sherwood Landscape Character Area of the 
Nottinghamshire Landscape Guidelines (1998). 
 
There is limited residential settlement in the area; this consists of isolated residential 
properties and isolated farms. Other buildings include facilities associated with Kingsmill 
Reservoir such as an outdoor adventure centre and buildings on the Coxmoor golf course to 
the south. 
 
The historic field pattern shown in the Sanderson Plan of 1835 has been removed by the 
construction of the Coxmoor golf course and Kingsmill Reservoir. Historic field patterns 
were, until recently, intact in the central area of the LPZ; however, with the construction of 
the MARR route (A617) this is starting to break down with the development of industrial and 
commercial buildings along road. An older heathland landscape has been recreated on 
Coxmoor golf course due to sympathetic management in partnership with the Sherwood 
Forest Trust. 
 
The LPZ is under threat of industrial and commercial development extending from the 
eastern edge of Kirkby-in-Ashfield and from the southern edge of Mansfield. The 
development along the MARR route (A617) will continue to break down the historic pattern 
of the area. 
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Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 47 - Coxmoor Wooded Farmlands 
 
PHOTOGRAPH CONTEXT 

 
NCC Landscape Type: Wooded Farmlands 
Landscape Policy Zone: S  LPZ  47 
Landscape Character Parcel:  S74,75 
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CHARACTERISTIC VISUAL FEATURES 
 

• Gently undulating topography 
• Coxmoor golf course with intensively managed but also includes areas of re-

created heathland (roughs on golf course with heather, bracken broom, and 
gorse) 

• Permanent unimproved and improved pasture to the centre of the LPZ 
• Arable farmland to the centre  
• Tall bushy mixed species hedgerows in the centre of the LPZ  
• Isolated farms and residential settlements 
• Kingsmill Reservoir with fringe of riparian woodland and wetland habitats 

including reedbeds 
• Busy roads - MARR route (A617) 
• Industrial and commercial development to north and west of the LPZ 
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LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS  
Landscape Condition Condition                              Moderate                             
    

Pattern of Elements: Coherent 
  
Detracting Features: Some 
  
Visual Unity: Coherent 
  
Ecological Integrity: Moderate 
  
Cultural Integrity: Variable 
  
Functional Integrity: Moderate 

The Landscape Condition is defined as  Moderate 
 
The LPZ has a coherent  pattern of elements that can be divided into three distinct 
sections: 1) Kingsmill Reservoir to the north; 2) a central area of pasture; and 3) 
Coxmoor Golf Course to the south. There are some  detracting features, these include 
industrial and commercial development to the west and north and the busy A617 
MARR route passing through the central pastoral area.  Overall, the LPZ is a visually 
coherent  area, although this is being broken down by development along the A617 
MARR route. Coxmoor golf course is designated as SINC 2/225 for its heathland 
habitats. Kingsmill Reservoir is also a SINC (Ref 2/226). The mosaic of heathland, acid 
grassland and woodland to the golf course and the aquatic reservoir habitat make this 
LPZ a moderate  habitat for wildlife. Cultural integrity is variable  in that the historic field 
patterns (Sanderson Plan of 1835) have been removed through the development of the 
golf course. The central area of the LPZ is intact through the earlier, through the 
recreation of historic landscape patterns.  
 
A visually unified  area with a moderate  functional integrity gives a moderate  
landscape condition. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Landscape Sensitivity Sensitivity                             Moderate  
    

Distinctiveness: Characteristic 
  
Continuity: Historic 
  
Sense of Place: Moderate 
  
Landform: Apparent 
  
Extent of Tree Cover Intermittent 
  

The Landscape Sensitivity is defined as Moderate 
 
The undulating landform is apparent  with the bushy hedgerows to the central area 
giving a moderate visibility into and out of the LPZ. Views are open to the industrial 
development to the north and west .The sense of place is moderate.  
 
A moderate sense of place with a moderate visibility gives a moderate landscape 
sensitivity overall 
 

Visibility: Moderate 

 

 ACTIONS –  Conserve and Create  
 Landscape Features 

• Conserve  the ecological diversity of the  mosaic of acid grassland, heath land and woodland within the Coxmoor golf course 
• Avoid use of exotic tree species with in the Coxmoor golf course 
• Conserve remains of the intact historic field pattern with mature bushy hedgerows to the centre of the LPZ 
• Seek opportunities to convert arable land to permanent pasture to the west of the LPZ 
• Conserve  riparian woodland and other wetland habitats within the Kingmill Reservoir area 

 
Built Features 

●       Promote measures for reinforcing the traditional character of isolated farm buildings using vernacular building styles 
●       Promote sensitive sitting of new industrial and commercial buildings 
●       Contain new development within historic field boundaries where possible  
●       Create small scale woodland/tree planting to soften new development, preferably in advance of development 
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Sherwood Landscape Policy Zone 51 - Rainworth Heath Wooded 
Farmlands with Wooded Estatelands
 
Policy:  Conserve 
 
This Landscape Policy Zone lies to the northeast of Mansfield and south of Clipstone.   
Sherwood Forest Golf Course dominates the south western area.  The area to the north east 
has been disturbed by mineral activity and is crossed by dismantled mineral railway lines.  
The former Rufford junction lies to the south of Vicar Pond Country Park which is now a 
fishing lake.  Pylons run west to east to the south of Vicar Pond.  To the north eastern area 
there are small areas of deciduous woodland and pine woodland and some pasture. 
 
The Sherwood Forest Golf Course landform is undulating and areas between the fairways 
and greens are managed to retain heathland.  Scots Pine, Birch and Oak are the dominant 
tree species.   There are clumps of trees and a linear band of trees runs along the western 
edge of the golf course – this is Oak/Birch woodland with some Sycamore and Scots Pine.   
Bracken, Gorse, Broom and Heather are common within acidic grassland areas. 
 
The Landscape Policy Zone area is largely shown as unenclosed heathland on Sandersons 
Plan of 1835.  The area to the north east has been disturbed by mineral activity but 
heathland has successfully been restored in some areas – particularly Clipstone Heath.  
Although the fairways and greens look manicured, the heathland character of the golf course 
has been successfully retained. 
 
The Policy Zone has two designated SSSIs and four SINCs.  The eastern half of the 
Sherwood Forest Golf Course is designated as a SSSI and a SINC, described as a large 
mosaic of sandland habitats with notable faunal and floral interests.  Clipstone Heath SSSI 
to the north east of the golf course is described as an important area of dry acid heathland.  
Vicar Pond and Mansfield Colliery Railway are also designated SINCS. 
 
A bridleway runs along the western edge of the golf course and up to Vicar Pond.  The 
Mansfield Trail runs along the old mineral line. 
 
Threats to the area include a change in management of the golf course and other heathland 
areas and loss of pasture to arable land use. 
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Sherwood LPZ 51 - R ainworth Heath Wooded Farmlands with Wooded Estatelands
 

CONTEXT 
NCC Landscape Type:  Wooded Farmlands 
Landscape Policy Zone:  S LPZ51 
Land Cover Parcels:  SH21 
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 CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES 
 

• The Sherwood Forest Golf Course is a dominant feature, characterised by 
heathland vegetation  

• Woodland dominated by Oak, Birch and Scots Pine 
• Linear belts of trees 
• Vicar Pond (part of Vicar Water Country Park) – well used fishing pond 
• Old mineral railway lines and areas disturbed by coal mining 
• Acidic grassland and heathland habitats 
 

 
N.B. Where one criterion is ‘very good’ this 

pushes the policy description into the 
next highest category.  

 

LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS SUMMARY OF ANALYSIS  
Landscape Condition Condition  Very Good  
    

Pattern of Elements: Coherent 
  
Detracting Features: Few 
  
Visual Unity: Unified 
  
Ecological Integrity: Strong 
  
Cultural Integrity: Variable 
  
Functional Integrity: Strong 

The Landscape condition is defined as very  good .  The area has as coherent  pattern 
of elements with few detracting features.  Although the north eastern area is dissected 
by disused mineral lines, overall the visual unity is unified. 
 
There are two SSSIs and four SINCs within the area.  Ecological integrity is strong and 
there are good wildlife corridors within the site and linking to adjacent areas. 
 
Cultural integrity is variable. The historic heathland landscape is still evident on the golf 
course site but the historic landscape to the north of this has been destroyed by mineral 
activity.   
 
A visually unified  area with a very strong functional integrity/ habitat for wildlife gives 
a very  good  landscape condition. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
Landscape Sensitivity Sensitivity Moderate  
    

Distinctiveness: Characteristic 
  
Continuity: Historic 
  
Sense of Place: Moderate 
  
Landform: Apparent 
  
Extent of Tree Cover Intermittent 
  
Visibility: Moderate 

Sandersons Plan of 1835 shows large areas of open heathland.  Although mineral 
activity has altered the landform to the northeast, heathland has been re-established – 
particularly within Sherwood Forest Golf Course and Clipstone Heath SSSIs/SINCs.  
The old mineral lines have also been designated as SINCs. 
 
Overall the features are characteristic  of Sherwood with an historic  time depth (post 
1600) and the area has a moderate  sense of place. 
 
There are open views along the fairways within the golf course, but generally trees and 
woodland do not allow long distance views out of the site.  To the north,  views are 
generally restricted by woodland and the railway embankment to the south and east, 
Clipstone to the north, and the spoil heap to the west. 
 
Views within the site are enclosed by the woodland.  The apparent landform and 
intermittent tree cover give a moderate  visibility within the site.   
 
A moderate  sense of place with a moderate  visibility gives a moderate  landscape 
sensitivity. 
 

  

 

LANDSCAPE ACTIONS – Conserve  
  

 Landscape Features 
 
• Conserve  the ecological diversity and character of the heathland habitats within the Sherwood Forest Golf Course, on Clipstone Heath, and 

other SINCS 
• Conserve the ecological diversity around Vicar Pond 
• Conserve areas of grassland/pasture 
• Avoid use of exotic species on the golf course 
 
Built Features 
 
• Conserve local vernacular style – any extensions to the golf club house should be in keeping with the local character 
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