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Mansfield’s Towns Fund objectives

The Towns Fund strategy promotes key themes for change, identified and anchored by 
consultation and commitment. The Berry Hill Destination Park project can deliver against a 
number of these themes by: 

• Increasing access to health, leisure and cultural facilities

• Positively impacting on health-related issues 

• Improving perceptions of place and the spirit of Mansfield 

• Increasing tourism for through the creation of a destination 

• Re-energising local organisations such as the Mansfield Harriers by providing enhanced 
community facilities  

• Increasing overall activity levels 
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LOCAL CONNECTIVITY

Berry Hill Park is approximately 2 kms south-east of 
Mansfield town centre and is currently accessed mainly 
on foot (for local visitors) and by car (by visitors from 
further afield). An objective to support a modal shift from 
passive to active forms of transport (i.e. from car use to 
pedestrian and cycling modes) could be supported by 
linking the park into existing local walking and cycling 
networks. The refurbished park could also offer cycle
hire facilities to support this shift.

The enhanced network could be developed along ‘green 
routes’ linking other parks and open spaces in south 
Mansfield.
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CREATING A DESTINATION PARK: DESIGNCOMPONENTS

PUBLIC ART Yorkshire Sculpture Park EVENTS Multi-Use Events Space

PLAY Holland Park by Erect Architecture
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BIODIVERSITY Acid grassland
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HERITAGE

1874 1896

The historical maps show a designed formal landscape that was adjacent to Berry Hill Hall. This was likely 
the formal domestic space associated with the building, which overlooked the picturesque grounds.

1938

1730s Berry Hill Hall constructed by and unknown architect for the Bilbie family
1784 Improvements to the house including the addition of a portico with Doric columns
1889 A two-year improvement programme with the roof of the house was re-covered in Cumberland slate and the 

front façade was re-modelled to create a balcony and a covered side entrance
1925 Hollins family estate acquired by Mansfield Area Welfare Scheme, developed into convalescent home for coal

1935
miners and their families
Grounds are opened for use of surrounding communities

1944 Convalescent home is sold (which included Berry Hill Hall + grounds) to the Miners Welfare Commission
1954 Miners Welfare Commission divided up the land. Berry Hill Hall and a parcel of land was given to the Minister

of Health for the purpose of providing a rehabilitation centre for injured coal mine workers. The remainder
of the land was conveyed by the Coal Industry Social Welfare Organization (CISWO) to a group of trustees to

1958

become Berry Hill Park. This included (at the time) the shale running track, pavilion, tea room, bandstand, and 
grounds man’s house
Mansfield Harriers were given permission to adopt track facilities as club base

1960 Trustees authorized a 99 year lease to CISWO for the land

1973 Agreement reached with Mansfield District Council. Indicating for a period of 21 years they would take

1994
responsibility for maintenance
Berry Hill Park was maintained by trustees (Until late 2018).

1995 Mansfield Harriers and Athletic Club established. Included the merger of Berry Hill A.C. and Mansfield Running

Club.

Historic railway in park

Domestic Space 
Property Boundary 
Connection
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64%, Walk 68%
Yes

61%
Yes

36%, Weekly

Not 

enough to do

Accessibility 

Lack of Toilets 

Distance

to Park

Main reasons for lack of useWhat could be done to encourage 
you to visit?

(In Order of Popularity - Multiple Choice Question)

Requested Entertainment
(In Order of Popularity - Multiple Choice Question)

High Importance Items:

Community Highlight 
Council Highlight

Main access points:

Travel to the Park:

Frequency of Use:

Parking Charges?

Toilet Charges?

51%, Car
4%, Bike

32%
No

39%
No23%, Monthly

21%, Daily
10%, >4 times/yr
9%, Rarely/never

34%, 2£/day
30%, 1£/day
15%, 50p/hr
12%, honesty 
box

64%, 20p/use
29%, 10p/use
7%, 50p/use

Live music
Outdoor cinema
Outdoor theatre

Fairs/Fetes

Requested Events
(In Order of Popularity - Multiple Choice Question)

Family fun days 
Wildlife Conservation Days

Sports day 
(e.g. fun run)

Funfair 
Athletic taster sessions

Circus 
Seasonal Markets 

(e.g. Christmas,
Food + Drink festivals)

Requested Activity Features
(In Order of Popularity - Multiple Choice Question)

Improved toilets 
New cafe with seating 

Wider range of play
facilities 

Events
Improved car park 

More wildlife/ 
biodiversity 

Organized activities 
Cycle connectivity

Improved play area
Improved pathways
Wildflower meadows

Nature Trails 
Tree Planting

Park run 
Health Walks 

Sensory Garden
Multi-Use Games Area 

High ropes course
Crazy Golf 
Bird holes 

Model Boating
Community Gardens

Art trail 
Bike trail 

Circuit Training
Mountain Bike trail 

Cycle connections
Other 

(e.g. Water park,
Disc Golf)

58%14%

14%

14%

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Mansfield District Council has carried out extensive consultation 
in advance of the design stage and this information has
been used to inform discussions with the council and with 
stakeholders and provides a brief for the development of 
design proposals.

1 Lichfield Ln
2 Berry Hill Ln & Black Scotch Ln
3 North Park /Avenue Rd.
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N
0 20 50 100 200

Possible Re-located Parking Area
Most opportune area due to topography, protects 
viewpoints in the park.

Bandstand/Events Zone
Opportunity to add additional accessible seating.

Lake Zone
Opportunity to better define area around the lake, 
creating accessible points of interaction.

Remaining Heritage Components
Fixed heritage components, potential for Mining 
Museum to use training tunnel.

Mature Woodland Fringes
Encourage safe interaction with the woodland 
through signage and proper circulation routes.

Opportunities to Expand Woodland
A strategy to balance out the parking zone 
proposition.

Biodiversity Zone
Opportunity to expand the existing acid grassland 
adding circulation within.

Connection to Berry Hill Hall
Within this zone we could explore options for 
visually connecting the park to Berry Hill Hall.

Possible Community Orchard
This area has close proximity to the school and 
woodland with high sun exposure making it ideal 
for growing.

Possible Cafe/Play Locations (linked)
The west side of the park has the primary access 
and links to all existing infrastructure.
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Overspill
Parking

Woodlands

Possible Woodland 
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Park Boundary

Parking Zone

Residential
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Care Home

Industrial

Education

Commercial

Future Residential 
Development

EXISTING ZONING
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STAGE 2 PROPOSED MASTERPLAN

Biodiversity area

Woodland

Proposed planting

Buildings

N0 10 30 60 100

2

3

4

8

1 Car park

Potential mining museum

Community orchard

5 Boardwalk and wetland expansion

6 Cafe/community building and terrace

Events area

7 Public realm and spectator area

Play area

1

2

5

6

8

9

10

11

Art installations

Proposed trees

Pathways

3

4

7 12

9

11

Acid grassland
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Forest school

12 Art trail

10 Picnic area
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Open Space

Potential Planted Area

Mature Woodland

Park Boundary

Primary Pathways 

Secondary Pathways

Proposed Tree Planting

Mown landform

Formal seating near bandstand

Bandstand refurbishment - link to play

Opportunity for informal seating

Tiered landform

Accessible entrance with planting

EVENTS 
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LANDFORM

BANDSTAND

N
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Open Space

Potential Planted Area

Mature Woodland

Park Boundary

Primary Pathways 

Secondary Pathways

Proposed Tree Planting

Boardwalk with seating

Wetland expansion

Planted swale

Aquatic marginal plantings

Wetland habitats

Extended platforms for pause

SWALE
BOARDWALK

WETLAND 
HABITAT

N

Buildings Art Installations
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Open Space

Potential Planted Area
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Park Boundary

Primary Pathways 

Secondary Pathways

Proposed Tree Planting

Indoor and outdoor seating
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PUBLIC 
REALM
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Elevated ropes course
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Quiet spaces

Sensory play
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Open Space

Potential Planted Area
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Natural art

Interactive art

Local art

Open Space
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Buildings

Park Boundary
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VISUALISATIONS

View of Cafe
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View of Play
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View of Events Area
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View of Lake Area
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02
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01 06

05

04

0915
10 15

12

11

1307

14
16

1719

18

No Space Net Area (m2)

Bistro

Bistro indoor seating,

1 approx 32 covers 72

2 Servery 22

3 Kitchen 17.5

4 Dry store 5

5 Cold store 5

Multipurpose room

6 Multipurpose room 66.5

7 Furniture store 3.2

8 Other storage 0

9 Office and staff welfare 6.5

Toilets

10 Female toilets 18

11 Male toilets 10

12 Changing Places 12

13 Accessible toilet 3.8

Other

14 Cleaner's store 1

15 Corridor 13

Total m2 (net internal) 255.5

Total m2 (gross internal) 270

External spaces
16 External store and bins 6

17 Plant room 6

18 Waste and recycling 6

19 Covered external seating 127

20 Space for marquees

Bistro
32 covers internal

Multi-purpose room - capacity
66.5 sqm - Row of chairs - max 78 people
60” wide round tables - max 59 people

72” wide round tables - max 54 people

Conference style - max 23 people

Class room style 18” wide desks - max 50 people

Source: https://www.confpeople.co.uk/free-venue-finding/room-capacity-calculator

Toilets
Female: 4 cubicles incl 1 accessible & 1 family
Male: 2 cubicles incl 1 accessible & 1 family and 2 urinals 

Accessible toilet

Changing Places

20

19
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B B

A A

08

07

LEGEND

1. Hempcrete pigmented and laid in st

2. Timber shingle cladding

3. Stone cladding, partly worked/polish

4. Horizontal stone seat/sill

5. Timber windows and doors

6. Biodiversity roof, openable roof light

External shading

Photovoltaics

Sections AA & BB

SECTION AA

08 06

03101

120mm HempBlock
(External pigmented lime

render finish in stratas)

Hemp Wool

Insulation

Timber Frame

Stone, Thermal Mass

WALL WITH THERMAL MASS

1:20@A1

U-VALUE

to achieve 0.11 - 0.13

TYPICAL EXTERNAL WALL

1:20@A1

U-VALUE

to achieve 0.11 - 0.13

Hemp Wool

120mm HempBlock
(External pigmented lime

render finish in stratas)

SECTION BB

20

Insulation

Timber Frame

HempBlock

(Internal clay/hemp plaster

finish)
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SOUTH ELEVATION
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07

04

01

03

01

03

06 02
B B

A A

08

07

LEGEND

1. Hempcrete pigmented and laid in st

2. Timber shingle cladding

3. Stone cladding, partly worked/polish

NORTH ELEVATION

21

04 Horizontal stone seat/sill

05 Timber windows and doors

06 Biodiversity roof, openable roof light

External shading

Photovoltaics

Elevations
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COMMUNITY HUB: LOOK AND FEEL
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PROJECT PROGRAMME 

• July/August 2022: Procure Design team and Project Management 

• September – December 2022: RIBA 3 Spatial Design

• February 2023: Planning submission 

• March – June 2023: Technical Design

• July - August 2023: Tender and mobilisation

• September 2023: Works commence on site 

• September 2024: Practical Completion and handover
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BUSINESS CASE - CAPITAL COSTS
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BUSINESS CASE – VISION AND OBJECTIVES
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BUSINESS CASE – BENEFITS
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BUSINESS CASE – COST BENEFIT RATION
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STAGE 2 PROPOSED MASTERPLAN

Biodiversity area

Woodland

Proposed planting

Buildings

N0 10 30 60 100

2
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1 Car park

Potential mining museum

Community orchard

5 Boardwalk and wetland expansion

6 Cafe/community building and terrace

Events area

7 Public realm and spectator area

Play area

1

2

5

6

8

9

10

11

Art installations

Proposed trees

Pathways

3

4

7 12

9

11

Acid grassland
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Forest school

12 Art trail

10 Picnic area
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