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places … and helps make development 
acceptable to communities. Being clear 
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Why BfL12 was created 



Indifference to the street   
 



35% of children in the District are 
overweight or obese  

 



Government has 
strengthened its focus 
on design 
 
 
 
 



BfL12 – improving quality and guarding 
against delays 
 
 



What is it?  
 
Design dialogue tool – the right design discussions 
early in the process.  
 
Guarding against common mistakes - good, 
everyday places not ‘starchitecture’ 
 
Focused on public realm/street quality – 
‘architecture’. 



Macro to micro scale 
 
3 sections, 4 questions in each: 
 
Integrating into the neighbourhood (structure) 
Creating a place 
Street and home (detail) 





Frustrated connectivity  



Connected but not overlooked 



 
Bicester 

 
 

Connected + overlooked 





“When you get there, there’s no there there”  
   Getrude Stein        

Standard house types + non-local materials 
- no strong landscape character  
= forgettable   

 
 
Scraptoft, Leicestershire 
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St. Modwen with Waterloo Housing Association, Coalville 
 
 

Standard house types + local materials + 
strong landscape character  
= memorable    



Some buildings need to address the public 
realm on more than one elevation 

        
Poor building – street relationship 

        





Trn corner  

Keep repeating this building-street 
relationship and you get this 

        



Some buildings need to address the public 
realm on more than one elevation 

        

Getting buildings to face the 
right way is critical 
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Would you want to park your car here? 
        



Limited surveillance and lighting 
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BfL isn’t ‘anti’ 
courtyard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Nottingham Community Housing Association, Heather, Leicestershire  
 
 



Well integrated front 
of plot parking  
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BfL isn’t ‘anti’ 
frontage parking  
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Nottingham Community Housing Association, Coalville  
 
 

BfL qualities are being secured in lower 
value areas and on RSL led schemes  
        



Summary 
 
Government & Homes England endorsed. 
Industry familiarity.  
 
Spaces between the buildings – simple fixes 
that need not cost more.  
 
Local Plan (supports public health/wellbeing 
objectives) and pre-application discussions. 
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